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Attached is another effort (by AP' 
about the US involvement in Laos . 
Agency. Goodwin has a copy. 
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Pills requirements offioe wee d evls el for moving ordnance* 
and moat of the people are former military men*** says the 

S 0l3t 3TC ©• 

Tho two airlines* while operating under civilian corporate 
charters* In effect form a military aid force has ea In Laos. 

The total cost to the tJ.3. government for th elr e ervlc es is 
estimated at about $15 million per year. 

* c They AID call* we haul*** said one 
missions are not questioned. He acknowl* 

were of a clandestine nature* but declin __ __ _ 

The U» S. Air Force provld® military aircraft euch as Cl23 
and Oi Caribou transports to Air America to ferry troops* war 
materials and refugees In Laos and to make rice drops at refugee 
sites. 

Pilots receive hazardous -duty flying pay* like U„ 3 . Air Force 
men flying in South Vietnam* because ox the threat of enenr/ 
ground fire. 

Air America maintains a major base in Udorn* Thailand* from 
which It flies helicopters to Laos. 

All told* the two airlines have fleet of 
of a half-dozen types and 31 helicopters . 

5*000-6*000 flylrg hours a month, 
lames A. Cunningham Jr.* 5g» of Chicago* 

Ai r Am er lea In. Jgie Ejfcl-fla At ft h vh ■ «10Q -x ?w- -t rait 

fan.. the U. H. gov ar n a aot . » * —— — 

He declines to discuss any s ©or at op eratlcns. 

Cunningham was a Marine Corps pilot in World War II* and most 
Air -Am erica p 11 ole have a military background. 

Their salaries range from $24*000 to $30*000 per 5 
b enlor pilots and from $20*000 to $24*000 for pilot 
pilot is limited to 100 hours of flying a month. 

Many of the pilots have their wives and children with them. 

Most of the Continental pilots and their families live in a 
company compound that resembles a California motel* replete 
witn a swimming pod and gar dais * 

The Air America families are scattered throughout Vientiane* 
living In homes rented locally. 

Air America and Continental do not fly at night* 00 most of 
the pilots are home ty dusk. 
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